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An open letter to the Citizens Association.

Thank you for extending an invitation to seek your organization’s endorsement.  After
much consideration I have decided to decline the opportunity.

As a councilperson I must be a steward of the public trust.  To avoid even the appearance
of undue influences this campaign has not, and will not take contributions from Politi cal
Action Committees. While an endorsement from a respected organization like yours
would certainly be a tremendous boost to any candidate, accepting valuable services such
as sample ballots and other publicity would be in direct conflict with the principles of our
grass roots campaign.

It is my understanding that if endorsed, a candidate is expected to reimburse your
organization for expenses related to printing and maili ng of campaign literature.  This has
the appearance of a “pay for play” arrangement that I do not feel ji bes with the message
our campaign is sending to the voters.  Even if I was willi ng to pay for these services the
cost is out of reach for our humble campaign.  The good people who have contributed to
Citizens For Mark Forsythe have put their trust in me to spend their money wisely and
large blanket maili ngs are a luxury we cannot afford.

I acknowledge the influence The Citizens Association has on Kansas City politi cs and the
tremendous public service you provide by vetting candidates.  This was not a decision
easily reached, as I know the odds are already against any candidate who would choose to
forego “politi cs as usual.”

It is my belief that an election should not be decided based on who can raise the most
money, has the most influential friends, or makes all the right deals.  I am reaching out to
those who still believe that a campaign should be won with issues, intelli gence and most
of all hard work.  I look forward to a spirited election season and I invite anyone that still
believes that one person can make a difference to join with me to bring true independent
leadership to City Hall .

Respectfully submitted,

Mark Forsythe
Candidate for 4th in-district City Council


